PERRY COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
AND HOME HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR QUARTERLY MEETING
APRIL 8, 2026
907 South Main Street Pinckneyville, IL 62274

The meeting was called to order at at 6:06 pm.

Members present: Dr. Andy Forbes, Bruce Morgerstern, Dr. Ralph Chapman, Miles  
   Priebe, Dr. Beth Bigham, Tammy Rodely
Members absent: Sherry Wertz, David Searby
Others present: Rebecca Ferrari, RN-Administrator, Jordan Kellerman, Breanna   
   Williams-Assistant Admin, Dawn Galbreath

OLD BUSINESS
The minutes of the January 2026 Quarterly Meeting were reviewed and approved with a minor correction (name spelling) on a motion by Bruce Morgerstern, seconded by Tammy Rodely.

The following documents for the months of December 2025, January 2026, and February 2026 were reviewed and discussed: Balance Sheets, Accounts Receivable, Perry County Treasurer Reports, Balance Reports, Income Deposit Detail, Deposit Detail, and Quarterly Expenditures. It was pointed out and noted Lab Services are now profitable (Feb). Home Health is not profitable-there was limited discussion at this time. The documents were approved on a motion by Dr. Chapman, and seconded by Tammy Rodely.

A list, by vendor, of cost per dose of vaccines available at Perry County Health Department for administration to the public was distributed and reviewed. This was accepted for approval on a motion by Miles Priebe, seconded by Dr. Chapman.

Parking Lot and Barriers
Rock was spread on the parking lot January 24, 2026. Despite the heavy snow on January 25, 2026, the lot did well.
Discussion about having the Health Department lot and property surveyed ensued so that boundaries are confirmed, especially should asphalt paving and/or traffic flow access to the building evolve. There is also concern about water drainage from the parking lot area which may need to be addressed. Motion to proceed with land survey made by Bruce Morgenstern, seconded by Dr. Bigham, was approved.

A motion to seek tentative bids on paving the parking lot was made by Bruce Morgenstern, seconded by Miles Priebe, and was approved. It is believed the HD can afford to spend up to approximately $190K on this project. Due to the anticipated cost it is noted these will need to be Public bids.

Finally, protection of the Main Street side of the building will need to be a guardrail-type structure. Estimated cost of this project is anticipated to be not greater than $29K. Motion by Bruce Morgenstern, seconded by Miles Priebe, was approved.

Dr. Chapman’s effort and legwork on these potential projects was acknowledged and appreciated.

NEW BUSINESS
Clinic Update: the facility will need to be fully ADA Compliant by August 2026. We need to acquire an exam table that is accommodating as well as a wheelchair-accessible scale.

Breast Feeding Policy-reviewed and accepted on motion by Miles Priebe, seconded by Dr. Chapman.

Lab Services is beginning to show a profit. (Previously noted in Reports.)

Lead (Pb) level-noncompliance with having a documented Lead Level may now result in a referral to DCFS.

A recent incident in the county involving a chicken flock infected with bird flu (H5N1) was resolved with the disposal of all animal carcasses and all contaminated structures supervised by IDNR.

Home Health currently has 4 patients and has just received 2 new referrals. There was some brain-storming and other discussion regarding growing/the future of Home Health services. Will be further monitored and addressed.

Environmental Health/IDPH

Health Education in the schools…A new NP at MBH is starting to go into the schools, county wide, to provide education on Sexual Health.

LEHP-Rebecca Ferrari is planning to sit for the licensing exam for Registered Environmental Health Specialist.

Union Proposal: The employees’ union is proposing a $1.50/hour across the board raise annually for the next 3 years. The new contract is due to be negotiated Fall 2026. 

There was no Public Comment.

There was no Executive Session.

It was announced the next Regular Quarterly Meeting of the Perry County Board of Health will be Wednesday, July 8, 2026, at 6;00 pm, at the HD at 907 South Main St, Pinckneyville, IL.

This meeting was adjourned at _____pm on a motion by Tammy Rodely, seconded by Miles Priebe. 

Respectfully submitted,
Beth A. Bigham, MD
Acting Secretary




